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Abstract

This study explores the linguo-cognitive relationship between anthroponyms and
character representation in literary discourse. The research focuses on how personal names
function not merely as identifiers but as meaningful linguistic units that contribute to the
construction and interpretation of fictional characters. From a cognitive perspective,
anthroponyms are examined as conceptual tools that activate cultural, social, and psychological
associations in the reader’s mind. The study employs a qualitative analytical approach, drawing
on selected examples from literary texts to illustrate how naming strategies influence readers’
perception of character traits, roles, and narrative functions. Special attention is given to the
semantic, pragmatic, and stylistic dimensions of anthroponyms, as well as their role in shaping
character identity within a given cultural context. The findings suggest that anthroponyms serve
as an essential mechanism in literary meaning-making, bridging linguistic expression and
cognitive interpretation. Ultimately, the paper contributes to the broader field of cognitive
linguistics and literary studies by highlighting the dynamic interaction between language,
cognition, and artistic representation.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, the study of literary discourse has increasingly shifted toward
interdisciplinary approaches that combine linguistic, cognitive, and cultural perspectives in order
to better understand how meaning is constructed and interpreted in artistic texts. Within this
paradigm, language is not treated merely as a formal system but as a dynamic medium that
reflects human cognition, perception, and conceptualization. One of the most significant yet
often underestimated elements in literary discourse is the use of anthroponyms, or personal
names, which function not only as identifiers of fictional characters but also as carriers of rich
semantic, pragmatic, and cultural information. In literary works, authors rarely choose names
randomly; instead, anthroponyms are deliberately selected or constructed to encode implicit
meanings, evoke specific associations, and guide the reader’s expectations regarding a
character’s personality, social status, or narrative role. As a result, names become an essential
component of textual meaning, contributing to the overall artistic and communicative effect of
the literary work.

From a linguo-cognitive perspective, anthroponyms can be viewed as conceptual triggers that
activate various layers of knowledge stored in the reader’s mind, including cultural stereotypes,
historical references, and individual experiences. When encountering a character’s name, readers
unconsciously interpret it through existing cognitive schemas, which in turn influence how they
perceive and evaluate the character throughout the narrative. This process demonstrates that the
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relationship between anthroponyms and character is not merely linguistic but deeply cognitive in
nature, involving complex interactions between language, thought, and interpretation. Despite
the growing interest in cognitive linguistics and its application to literary analysis, the role of
anthroponyms in shaping character representation has not been sufficiently explored, particularly
in terms of how naming strategies function as tools of cognitive influence within literary
discourse. Most existing studies tend to focus either on the structural features of names or on
their cultural origins, leaving aside their dynamic role in the interpretative process.

The relevance of this research lies in its attempt to address this gap by providing a
comprehensive linguo-cognitive analysis of the relationship between anthroponyms and
character representation in literary discourse. By integrating linguistic, cognitive, and stylistic
approaches, the study seeks to reveal how personal names contribute to the formation of
character identity and how they shape the reader’s understanding of the narrative. The main aim
of the research is to examine the mechanisms through which anthroponyms influence character
perception and to identify their semantic, pragmatic, and stylistic functions within literary texts.
In achieving this aim, the study also considers the cultural context in which names are embedded,
emphasizing the importance of background knowledge in the interpretation process. Ultimately,
this research contributes to the broader fields of cognitive linguistics and literary studies by
demonstrating that anthroponyms play a crucial role in bridging linguistic expression and
cognitive interpretation, thereby enhancing the depth and complexity of literary discourse.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

The investigation of anthroponyms has evolved significantly from its early roots in classical
onomastics, where personal names were primarily examined in terms of their etymology,
classification, and historical development, to more contemporary approaches that emphasize
their functional and interpretative roles in discourse. In modern linguistics, particularly within
the frameworks of cognitive linguistics and discourse analysis, anthroponyms are increasingly
viewed as meaningful linguistic units that contribute to the construction of textual and
conceptual meaning. Scholars such as George Lakoff and Mark Johnson argue that language
reflects underlying cognitive processes and conceptual systems, suggesting that even seemingly
simple elements like personal names can evoke complex networks of associations in the human
mind. From this perspective, anthroponyms in literary discourse function as cognitive cues that
activate cultural knowledge, social stereotypes, and emotional responses, thereby influencing
how readers perceive and interpret fictional characters. Furthermore, discourse-oriented
approaches, as discussed by Teun A. van Dijk, emphasize that meaning is constructed through
interaction between linguistic forms and contextual factors, where names play an important role
in shaping narrative coherence and reader expectations. Literary scholars have also highlighted
the stylistic and symbolic potential of anthroponyms, noting that authors often use naming
strategies deliberately to reflect character traits, social status, ideological positions, or even
foreshadow narrative developments. However, despite the existence of these diverse approaches,
there remains a lack of comprehensive studies that integrate linguo-cognitive theory with the
analysis of anthroponyms as active elements in character construction, which indicates a clear
need for further systematic research in this direction.

In addressing this gap, the present study employs a qualitative and interpretative research
design grounded in a linguo-cognitive framework, aiming to examine how anthroponyms
function as mediators between linguistic expression and cognitive interpretation in literary
discourse. The methodology is based on the close analysis of selected literary texts, where
particular attention is given to the identification and examination of anthroponyms within their
narrative and cultural contexts. The analytical procedure includes several interrelated stages: first,
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the extraction of relevant anthroponyms from the texts and their classification according to
semantic, cultural, and stylistic features; second, the analysis of their denotative and connotative
meanings, including implicit associations and symbolic implications; and third, the interpretation
of how these meanings contribute to the construction of character identity and influence the
reader’s perception. In addition, the study incorporates elements of cognitive analysis by
exploring how anthroponyms activate background knowledge, conceptual schemas, and cultural
frames in the reader’s mind, thereby shaping interpretative processes. The pragmatic dimension
is also considered, particularly in terms of how naming choices reflect communicative intentions
and contextual relevance within the narrative. By combining semantic, pragmatic, stylistic, and
cognitive approaches, the methodology provides a comprehensive framework for understanding
the multifunctional role of anthroponyms in literary discourse, ultimately demonstrating that
personal names are not passive labels but dynamic tools of meaning-making that significantly
contribute to both textual structure and reader engagement.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis reveals that anthroponyms in literary discourse function as powerful linguo-
cognitive markers that significantly influence the construction and perception of character
identity. The findings demonstrate that personal names are rarely neutral; instead, they are
intentionally selected by authors to encode semantic, cultural, and stylistic meanings that shape
readers’ expectations from the very beginning of the narrative. It has been observed that
anthroponyms often carry implicit evaluative and associative meanings, which allow readers to
form preliminary impressions about a character even before detailed descriptions or actions are
presented. For instance, names with culturally marked or historically loaded elements tend to
activate specific cognitive frames, enabling readers to associate characters with particular social
classes, moral qualities, or personality traits. This indicates that anthroponyms serve as cognitive
shortcuts that facilitate faster and more efficient interpretation of literary characters.

Furthermore, the study shows that the relationship between anthroponyms and character
representation is deeply rooted in cognitive processes, particularly in the activation of
background knowledge and conceptual schemas. When readers encounter a character’s name,
they unconsciously rely on previously acquired linguistic and cultural experiences to interpret its
meaning, which in turn influences their understanding of the narrative. This process highlights
the dynamic interaction between text and cognition, where meaning is not solely embedded in
the text but co-constructed by the reader through cognitive engagement. The results also suggest
that anthroponyms contribute to the coherence of literary discourse by reinforcing thematic
elements and supporting narrative development. In many cases, names function as symbolic
devices that reflect broader conceptual patterns, such as the opposition between good and evil,
tradition and modernity, or individuality and conformity, thereby enriching the interpretative
depth of the text.

In addition, the findings emphasize the pragmatic and stylistic functions of anthroponyms,
particularly in relation to authorial intention and communicative strategy. Authors often employ
specific naming techniques, such as meaningful naming, ironic naming, or culturally allusive
naming, to create additional layers of meaning and to guide the reader’s interpretation in subtle
ways. These strategies not only enhance the expressive potential of the text but also contribute to
the aesthetic and emotional impact of the narrative. From a stylistic perspective, anthroponyms
can serve as markers of individual writing style, reflecting the author’s creative approach to
character construction and narrative design. At the same time, the study highlights the
importance of cultural context in the interpretation of anthroponyms, as the same name may
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evoke different associations in different linguistic and cultural environments, which may lead to
variations in reader perception.

Overall, the discussion confirms that anthroponyms play a crucial role in literary discourse as
multifunctional elements that integrate linguistic form, cognitive processes, and cultural meaning.
They not only identify characters but also actively participate in shaping their identities, guiding
reader interpretation, and contributing to the overall coherence and expressiveness of the text.
The results support the idea that a linguo-cognitive approach provides a more comprehensive
understanding of the role of anthroponyms in literature, as it allows for the analysis of both their
structural features and their cognitive effects. Consequently, the study demonstrates that the
relationship between anthroponyms and character is not incidental but systematic, reflecting the
intricate interplay between language, thought, and artistic representation in literary discourse.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the present study has demonstrated that anthroponyms in literary discourse
function as more than simple naming devices; they serve as complex linguo-cognitive
instruments that actively participate in the construction of character identity and the overall
process of meaning-making. Through the integration of semantic, pragmatic, stylistic, and
cognitive approaches, the research has shown that personal names carry implicit meanings and
associations that significantly influence how readers perceive, interpret, and evaluate fictional
characters. Anthroponyms operate as cognitive triggers that activate background knowledge,
cultural frames, and conceptual schemas, allowing readers to form initial impressions and
expectations even before a character’s actions or narrative role are fully developed. This
highlights the dynamic nature of literary interpretation, where meaning emerges through the
interaction between linguistic elements and the reader’s cognitive processes. The findings also
confirm that the relationship between anthroponyms and character representation is systematic
and purposeful rather than incidental. Authors strategically employ naming practices to encode
symbolic meanings, reflect social and cultural identities, and enhance the expressive and
aesthetic value of the text. As a result, anthroponyms contribute not only to the structural
coherence of literary discourse but also to its emotional and interpretative depth. The study
further emphasizes that the interpretation of anthroponyms is highly dependent on cultural
context, as different readers may activate different associations based on their linguistic and
cultural backgrounds, which in turn may lead to varied understandings of the same character.

Moreover, the research underscores the importance of adopting a linguo-cognitive perspective
in the analysis of literary texts, as it provides a more comprehensive framework for
understanding how language functions as a bridge between thought and artistic expression. By
examining anthroponyms as both linguistic units and cognitive constructs, the study contributes
to the broader fields of cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis, and literary studies. It expands
existing knowledge by highlighting the multifunctional role of names in shaping narrative
meaning and reader engagement. Finally, the study opens new avenues for further research,
particularly in comparative and cross-cultural contexts, where the interpretation of anthroponyms
may reveal deeper insights into cultural conceptualization and translation practices. Future
studies may also explore the role of anthroponyms in different literary genres or in multimodal
discourse. Overall, the research confirms that anthroponyms are essential elements of literary
discourse, functioning as powerful tools that connect language, cognition, and artistic
representation, thereby enriching both the structure and interpretation of literary texts.
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