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Abstract: This study presents a comprehensive finite element analysis (FEA) approach to 

simulate the sliding contact behavior between fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) composites and 

a rigid parabolic cylinder. The investigation focuses on capturing the intricate interplay of 

frictional forces and mechanical responses in this contact configuration. The FEA model 

incorporates material properties, geometric parameters, and contact conditions to accurately 

simulate the frictional behavior. The effects of various parameters such as composite 

composition, surface topography, and applied loads on the contact mechanics are 

systematically analyzed. The results provide valuable insights into the frictional interactions 

and deformation patterns at the interface, shedding light on the performance and durability 

of FRP composites in sliding contact scenarios. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The interaction between surfaces in sliding contact is a fundamental aspect of various engineering 

applications, ranging from manufacturing processes to structural components. Fiber-reinforced polymer 

(FRP) composites, known for their lightweight and high-strength properties, find extensive use in diverse 

fields. Understanding the frictional behavior of FRP composites in contact with different surfaces is crucial 

for predicting performance, wear, and overall durability. In this context, the present study focuses on 

investigating the frictional interactions between FRP composites and a rigid parabolic cylinder through 

finite element analysis (FEA). The unique geometric and material characteristics of both the FRP 

composites and the parabolic cylinder create a challenging contact scenario, requiring a comprehensive 

simulation approach to capture the intricate mechanical responses and frictional effects. 
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METHOD 

The methodology employed in this study involves a step-by-step approach to simulate the sliding contact 

between FRP composites and a rigid parabolic cylinder using finite element analysis. The main stages of 

the method are outlined below: 

Material Characterization: Gather material properties of the FRP composites including elastic modulus, 

Poisson's ratio, and friction coefficient. These properties play a crucial role in accurately modeling the 

behavior of the materials under sliding contact conditions. 

Geometry and Mesh Generation: Create three-dimensional models of the FRP composite and the 

parabolic cylinder using computer-aided design (CAD) software. Generate a finite element mesh for both 

components, ensuring an appropriate balance between accuracy and computational efficiency. 

Contact Definition: Define the contact between the FRP composite and the parabolic cylinder within the 

FEA software. Specify appropriate contact algorithms, such as penalty-based or node-to-node contact, to 

simulate frictional interactions. 

Boundary and Loading Conditions: Apply boundary conditions to mimic the real-world scenario. 

Depending on the application, these conditions might include fixed constraints, sliding constraints, or 

prescribed displacements. Apply loading conditions, such as normal and tangential forces, to initiate 

sliding contact. 

Frictional Analysis: Incorporate frictional effects into the simulation by assigning the friction coefficient at 

the interface between the FRP composite and the parabolic cylinder. Frictional forces are computed based 

on the normal load and the friction coefficient. 

Solver Configuration: Configure the FEA solver settings, such as time step size and convergence criteria, 

to ensure accurate and stable simulations. Perform the simulation to capture the sliding contact behavior 

and the resulting mechanical responses. 

Post-Processing: Analyze the simulation results to extract relevant information such as contact pressures, 

stress distribution, and displacement fields. Investigate the deformation patterns and frictional forces 

along the contact interface. 

Parametric Studies: Perform parametric studies by varying input parameters like composite composition, 

surface roughness, and applied loads. Analyze how these variations influence the frictional behavior and 

overall contact mechanics. 

By meticulously implementing this method, the study aims to provide insights into the frictional behavior 

between FRP composites and a rigid parabolic cylinder, contributing to a deeper understanding of sliding 

contact phenomena and guiding the design and optimization of FRP composite applications in real-world 

scenarios. 
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RESULTS 

The finite element analysis (FEA) simulation of sliding contact between fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) 

composites and a rigid parabolic cylinder yielded valuable insights into the frictional behavior and 

mechanical responses of the system. The results of the simulation include contact pressure distributions, 

stress contours, deformation patterns, and frictional forces along the contact interface. 

The contact pressure distribution revealed areas of high pressure concentration at specific points along 

the contact interface, indicating localized stress concentrations. The stress contours exhibited complex 

patterns, with stress concentrations occurring near the contact edges and propagating into the bulk of 

the FRP composite. Deformation patterns displayed a combination of elastic deformation and localized 

plastic deformation near the contact edges, highlighting the intricate interplay between material 

properties and contact forces. 

DISCUSSION 

The observed frictional behavior and mechanical responses can be attributed to the interaction between 

the surface roughness of the parabolic cylinder and the composite material properties. The localized stress 

concentrations and plastic deformation near the contact edges are likely due to the uneven distribution 

of normal and tangential forces. The frictional forces along the interface contribute to the deformation 

patterns and the dissipation of energy through frictional heating. 

Furthermore, the variation of input parameters, such as the friction coefficient and composite 

composition, influenced the results. Higher friction coefficients resulted in increased frictional forces and 

localized wear, leading to more pronounced deformation patterns. Changes in composite composition 

influenced the material's stiffness and elastic properties, consequently affecting the stress distribution 

and deformation behavior. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the finite element analysis provided a comprehensive understanding of the sliding contact 

behavior between FRP composites and a rigid parabolic cylinder. The results highlighted the significance 

of frictional forces in influencing contact pressures, stress distribution, and deformation patterns. The 

study underscored the importance of accurate material characterization and realistic geometric 

representation in capturing the intricate interplay of mechanical responses. 

The insights gained from this simulation contribute to the optimization of FRP composite applications in 

sliding contact scenarios. By considering factors such as surface topography, friction coefficient, and 

composite composition, engineers and designers can make informed decisions to enhance the durability 

and performance of FRP composites in real-world applications. Further research could extend the analysis 

to dynamic sliding scenarios and investigate the long-term effects of friction-induced wear on the 

composite material's integrity. 
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