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Annotatsiya

The teaching of foreign languages has evolved significantly over the years, with modern
methodologies reflecting changes in both educational technology and language acquisition
theories. This article examines the latest methods of teaching foreign languages, including
communicative language teaching (CLT), task-based language teaching (TBLT), content and
language integrated learning (CLIL), and technology-enhanced learning. It emphasizes the
importance of interaction, real-world communication, and the integration of language learning
with content. By focusing on these modern methods, the article highlights their effectiveness in
fostering a deeper understanding and proficiency in foreign languages, particularly in diverse and
multilingual classroom settings.
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Introduction. Foreign language teaching has always been central to education systems
worldwide, as proficiency in additional languages plays a crucial role in communication, career
development, and cultural exchange. In recent years, the traditional methods of language
instruction, which often emphasize grammar rules and rote memorization, have been challenged
by more interactive and communicative approaches. Modern foreign language teaching focuses
on equipping learners with the skills necessary for real-world communication, integrating
content, and incorporating technology to enhance learning experiences. The methodologies
explored in this article—Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), Task-Based Language
Teaching (TBLT), Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), and technology-enhanced
learning—are reflective of contemporary shifts towards more learner-centered and context-
driven language education.

The transition from older, grammar-translation methods to these modern approaches
stems from the growing recognition that language learning is not only about acquiring
vocabulary and grammar but also about developing the ability to use the language in diverse,
authentic situations. This article aims to explore the key features and benefits of these modern
methods, highlighting their impact on language learners and teachers.

Main Body
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) emerged in the 1970s and remains one of the

most influential modern language teaching methods. Unlike traditional methods that focus on
isolated language skills, CLT emphasizes communication and interaction as the core of language
learning. The central tenet of CLT is that the primary purpose of language is communication, and
therefore, language learners should engage in activities that mirror real-life communication.

In practice, CLT includes activities such as role plays, simulations, debates, and
discussions. The goal is to help students gain fluency, improve their ability to think in the target
language, and respond to real-world situations. Grammar and vocabulary are taught implicitly
through communication rather than through explicit instruction. This method promotes
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confidence in speaking and understanding the language, making it an effective tool for learners
seeking to use the language in practical contexts.

Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT)
Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) focuses on learning through completing

meaningful tasks. This approach centers on the idea that language is best learned through
interaction with real-world tasks that require students to use the target language to achieve
specific outcomes. In a TBLT classroom, learners are presented with tasks such as planning a
trip, solving a problem, or writing a report—tasks that necessitate the use of language in practical,
everyday contexts.

TBLT offers several advantages: it emphasizes meaningful use of the language,
encourages collaboration, and develops problem-solving skills. Language acquisition is
facilitated through the completion of tasks, which motivates students and allows them to apply
language knowledge in ways that are relevant to their personal and professional lives. Moreover,
the focus on communicative tasks encourages students to be more independent and creative in
their language learning.

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) is a dual-focused approach that

combines content learning with language acquisition. CLIL integrates the teaching of a subject,
such as science, history, or mathematics, with the learning of a foreign language. This method
allows students to acquire both content knowledge and language proficiency simultaneously,
making learning more engaging and meaningful.

CLIL is especially beneficial for advanced learners who already have a basic
understanding of the target language but wish to deepen their proficiency. By engaging with
subject-specific content, learners are exposed to specialized vocabulary and complex language
structures in context, enhancing both their content knowledge and language skills. This approach
not only improves language fluency but also fosters cognitive development, as students need to
process information in both the foreign language and the subject matter.

Technology-Enhanced Language Learning (TELL)
The integration of technology in language learning has revolutionized the field, offering

new opportunities for students and teachers alike. Technology-enhanced language learning
(TELL) incorporates digital tools and resources, such as language learning apps, online courses,
virtual classrooms, and multimedia content, into the language learning process. These tools
provide students with a wealth of resources for language practice outside the traditional
classroom setting.

TELL offers several advantages: it supports individualized learning, provides instant
feedback, and facilitates access to a wide range of authentic materials, such as podcasts, videos,
and articles. Moreover, technology encourages students to take control of their learning, making
language practice more flexible and accessible. Technologies like speech recognition software,
interactive games, and virtual reality environments also provide innovative ways to immerse
learners in real-world scenarios, enhancing their engagement and language proficiency.

Table 1: This table highlights the various tools and technologies that support language
learning, making it more accessible, flexible, and engaging for learners.

Feature Description Examples

Learning
Platforms

Online platforms that offer
language courses, interactive
exercises, and quizzes.

Duolingo, Babbel, Rosetta Stone,
Memrise.

Multimedia Use of audio, video, and interactive YouTube videos, podcasts,
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Resources materials to enhance language
comprehension and engagement.

language learning apps with video
content, online news articles in the
target language.

Mobile Apps Apps that allow learners to practice
and engage with the language
anytime, anywhere, often with
gamification.

Duolingo, HelloTalk, Tandem,
Anki.

Speech Recognition Software that evaluates and
provides feedback on
pronunciation.

Google Translate (pronunciation
feature), Elsa Speak, Rosetta
Stone’s speech recognition system.

Virtual Reality
(VR)

Immersive environments where
learners can practice language
skills in real-world simulations.

Mondly VR, ENGAGE VR,
Virtual Reality Language Learning
Apps.

Artificial
Intelligence (AI)

AI-driven tools that personalize
learning paths, adapt to individual
learner needs, and provide instant
feedback.

Grammarly, AI-powered chatbots
for conversational practice,
adaptive learning platforms like
Lingvist.

Online Language
Communities

Platforms where learners can
communicate with native speakers
and fellow learners.

Tandem, HelloTalk, Conversation
Exchange, Reddit language
learning communities.

Interactive Games Games designed to promote
language learning through
engaging activities.

Kahoot, Quizlet, FluentU, Babbel’s
game-based exercises.

Real-time
Communication
Tools

Tools that facilitate live interaction
and communication with teachers
or peers in real time.

Skype, Zoom, Google Meet for
virtual language exchange or
tutoring.

Virtual Classrooms Online classrooms with live
sessions, teacher-led activities, and
group discussions.

Italki, Preply, Coursera language
courses, online university language
courses.

Conclusion. In conclusion, modern methods of teaching foreign languages have
undergone significant transformations, driven largely by advancements in technology, a deeper
understanding of linguistic theory, and evolving pedagogical approaches. Traditional methods of
language instruction, while still valuable, are increasingly being complemented or replaced by
innovative practices that emphasize learner-centered, interactive, and technology-enhanced
experiences.

The shift towards communicative language teaching (CLT) and task-based language
teaching (TBLT) has moved the focus away from rote memorization and grammar drills to real-
world communication, emphasizing fluency, interaction, and practical language skills. This
approach encourages learners to use the language in authentic contexts, fostering a deeper
understanding of its use in daily life. Moreover, these methods stress the importance of
motivation, learner autonomy, and the integration of culture into language learning, ensuring that
students not only acquire linguistic competence but also gain a broad understanding of the
societies where the language is spoken.

Technology-enhanced language learning (TELL) has revolutionized the language
learning landscape by providing learners with instant access to resources, interactive tools, and
opportunities for real-time practice. The use of multimedia resources, mobile apps, virtual reality
(VR), artificial intelligence (AI), and online communities has made language learning more
flexible, personalized, and engaging. These technological tools cater to diverse learning styles,
enabling learners to study at their own pace and receive immediate feedback, which accelerates
the learning process and enhances retention. Additionally, AI and machine learning algorithms



Ethiopian International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research

pISSN:2349-5707 Volume:13,Issue 2, February -2026 eISSN:2349-5715

https://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr
- 1580 -

have allowed for personalized learning experiences, adapting content and difficulty levels based
on individual learner progress and preferences.

The integration of technology also fosters greater collaboration and communication
among learners. Online platforms and virtual classrooms enable learners to interact with teachers
and peers across the globe, breaking down geographical and time barriers. Real-time
communication tools like video chats, language exchange platforms, and collaborative online
environments have created immersive spaces for language practice, where students can engage
with native speakers, ask questions, and clarify doubts in authentic, interactive settings. These
online language communities help students develop not only their linguistic skills but also their
cultural awareness and understanding of different social contexts.

However, while modern methods of teaching foreign languages offer numerous
advantages, it is essential for educators to strike a balance between traditional and contemporary
approaches. The integration of technology should enhance, not replace, human interaction and
guidance. Teachers remain crucial in motivating students, providing personalized feedback, and
facilitating the learning process. The most effective language learning environments combine the
best elements of both traditional and modern methods, incorporating communicative, task-based,
and technology-driven approaches to create dynamic, engaging, and effective learning
experiences.

Ultimately, the future of language learning will continue to be shaped by technological
innovations, but the human element will always remain central to the process. The challenge for
educators and learners alike will be to adapt to new tools and methodologies while maintaining a
focus on meaningful communication, cultural exchange, and the development of critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. With the continued evolution of teaching methods and the increasing
integration of technology, learners will have access to a wealth of resources, making foreign
language learning more accessible and enjoyable than ever before.
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