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Abstract

Mystery narratives, commonly associated with fiction, play a significant role in academic
literature by structuring information to stimulate inquiry, critical thinking, and engagement. This
study examines the application of mystery-inspired structures in scholarly texts, highlighting
temporal manipulation, delayed resolution, and investigative reasoning as core elements.
Drawing on narratological theories and computational annotations from prior research, this paper
explores how these narrative techniques enhance comprehension, model argumentative
progression, and support both literary and computational analyses. Findings suggest that
adopting mystery structures in academic writing aligns with the cognitive process of knowledge
construction, offering pedagogical and analytical advantages.
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INTRODUCTION

Narratives are fundamental to human understanding, shaping how knowledge is organized,
interpreted, and communicated. While mystery narratives are typically associated with fiction,
their structural techniques—such as suspense, delayed resolution, and progressive disclosure—
have applications in academic literature. In scholarly contexts, these strategies facilitate
comprehension, engagement, and critical thinking by presenting unresolved problems or
knowledge gaps that readers are motivated to explore. Temporal manipulations, including non-
linear presentation of information and revisiting prior arguments, mirror the flashbacks and
revelations found in mystery fiction .

Prior studies, including computational frameworks like the SANTA project) and annotated
datasets of whodunit narratives demonstrate how narrative structures can be formally analyzed.
These resources enable the systematic examination of scene boundaries, temporal shifts, and
genre-specific elements such as clues and reveals, bridging literary theory, digital humanities,
and academic writing pedagogy. This study investigates how mystery narrative structures can
inform academic writing practices, enhance reader engagement, and provide a framework for
both literary and computational analysis.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Narrative structure has long been a central focus in literary and academic analysis,
particularly through temporal dimensions such as order, duration, and frequency, as theorized by
Genette et al. (1980). These temporal aspects provide critical insight into how events are
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sequenced, paced, and repeated within narratives. In academic literature, mystery narratives
frequently exploit non-linear temporal structures—such as flashbacks (analepsis) and flash-
forwards (prolepsis)—to withhold information, create suspense, and gradually reveal meaning.
This strategic manipulation of time enhances cognitive engagement and mirrors inquiry-based
academic reasoning (Eisenberg & Finlayson, 2021; Kearns, 2020).

Compared to other narrative domains such as news reporting or game narratives, mystery
narratives pose unique analytical challenges due to their complex temporal shifts, layered
perspectives, and ambiguous structural boundaries (Piper et al., 2021). Academic texts that adopt
mystery-like structures similarly present unresolved questions or partial information,
encouraging readers to actively construct meaning rather than passively consume conclusions.

While certain narrative properties—such as narrator shifts or scene changes—are considered
universal, others are genre-dependent. In mystery or whodunit narratives, genre-specific
elements such as detective cognition, confessions, clues, and final revelations play a defining
role. These elements are not merely stylistic; they function as epistemological tools that guide
interpretation and reasoning. Academic literature often mirrors this structure by presenting
hypotheses, evidence accumulation, and eventual theoretical “reveals.”

Recent computational approaches have begun formalizing these narrative properties. The
SANTA project focuses on annotating narrative levels and scenes, primarily in shorter text
segments (Reiter et al., 2019). However, full-text, genre-specific annotation—such as the data set
described by Heyns & Van Zaanen (2024)—offers a more comprehensive view of complete
narrative arcs, enabling deeper literary and computational analysis. Such resources bridge
literary theory and digital humanities by operationalizing mystery narratives into analyzable
structures.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a literature-based analytical approach, combining insights from
narratology, computational annotation projects, and genre-specific analyses of mystery narratives.
Key steps included selecting relevant academic and literary sources, mapping mystery narrative
elements to academic writing structures, and integrating computational insights from annotated
datasets to develop a conceptual framework for understanding the application of mystery
narratives in scholarly texts.

DISCUSSION

The findings indicate that mystery narratives operate as a fundamental organizational
principle in academic literature, shaping how knowledge is presented, interpreted, and evaluated.
Rather than serving a purely stylistic function, mystery-based structures align closely with the
epistemological foundations of scholarly inquiry, where uncertainty, hypothesis formation, and
gradual clarification are central. Academic texts often begin by identifying a gap in knowledge,
which functions as an initial mystery that motivates investigation and frames the research
trajectory.

Temporal manipulation further reinforces this narrative logic. Drawing on Genette’s
concepts of order, duration, and frequency, academic discourse frequently employs non-linear
structures by revisiting earlier arguments, reinterpreting findings, or foregrounding unresolved
issues. These temporal shifts resemble narrative techniques such as flashbacks and delayed
revelations, which are commonly used in mystery narratives to heighten suspense and guide
interpretation. In scholarly writing, such strategies encourage readers to reassess evidence and
follow the progression of reasoning more actively.
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The structural parallel between mystery narratives and academic argumentation can be
summarized through a sequential model that illustrates how scholarly texts adopt investigative
logic. As shown in Table 1, core stages of mystery narratives correspond closely to components
of academic writing, revealing a shared narrative architecture.

Table 1. Structural Correspondence Between Mystery Narratives and Academic
Writing

Mystery Narrative Function Academic Literature Equivalent

Initial mystery or crime Research problem / knowledge gap

Background setting Literature review and contextual framework
Clues Data, evidence, sources

Detective reasoning Analysis, interpretation, argumentation
Temporal disruption Re-evaluation of earlier claims, theoretical shifts
Reveal Findings and conclusions

Remaining ambiguity Limitations and future research questions

This correspondence highlights how academic texts guide readers through a process of
inquiry that mirrors the detective’s pursuit of truth. Evidence is accumulated incrementally,
analytical reasoning is foregrounded, and conclusions emerge as reasoned resolutions rather than
definitive endpoints. Importantly, many academic works intentionally preserve elements of
ambiguity, reflecting the provisional nature of knowledge and sustaining intellectual curiosity.

From a computational narratology perspective, this structured progression offers significant
analytical potential. Annotating elements such as evidence presentation, analytical transitions,
and temporal reinterpretations allows for more precise modeling of academic discourse. Full-text
approaches are particularly valuable, as they capture complete argumentative arcs and genre-
specific patterns that are not visible in fragment-based analyses. This supports the development
of automated systems for narrative segmentation, plot structure analysis, and genre classification.

In literary and interdisciplinary studies, recognizing the role of mystery narratives in
academic literature enables deeper insight into how scholarly texts persuade, engage, and
educate readers. By adopting techniques associated with suspense, delayed resolution, and
investigative reasoning, academic writing becomes more cognitively engaging while maintaining
methodological rigor. Although genre specificity and subjective interpretation present limitations,
the integration of mystery narrative structures ultimately strengthens academic communication
by aligning form with the exploratory nature of research.
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