
eISSN: 2349-5715 pISSN: 2349-5707

Volume: 11, Issue 06, June-2024 SJIF 2019: 4.702 2020: 4.737 2021: 5.071 2022: 4.919 2023: 6.980 2024: 7,662

https://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/ 450

PARLIAMENTARY LAW IN UZBEKISTAN: A LEGAL FRAMEWORK ANALYSIS

Ismoilov Bobirjon Ikromxon o'g'li

a director of the socio-legal media center

Abstract: Parliamentary law in Uzbekistan plays a pivotal role in shaping the legislative landscape
of the country, reflecting its political evolution and adherence to democratic principles. This article
provides a comprehensive analysis of the legal framework governing parliamentary proceedings in
Uzbekistan, examining its historical development, key legislative acts, and procedural norms. It
explores the functions and responsibilities of the Uzbek parliament, known as the Oliy Majlis, within
the broader context of the country's legal system and political structure. Additionally, this article
highlights recent reforms and challenges in parliamentary practice, offering insights into the ongoing
efforts to strengthen legislative processes and ensure transparency and accountability in governance.
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The establishment of parliamentary law in Uzbekistan marks a pivotal moment in the nation's history,
emerging in the early years of independence following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.
As Uzbekistan transitioned into a sovereign state, it embarked on a transformative journey towards
democratic governance, underpinned by the formation of robust legislative institutions. Central to
this institutional framework is the Oliy Majlis, comprising two chambers—the Senate and the
Legislative Chamber—which collectively serve as the supreme representative and legislative body.

The Oliy Majlis stands as the cornerstone of Uzbekistan's constitutional order, endowed with the
authority to enact laws, oversee governmental activities, and uphold the fundamental principles
enshrined in the constitution. This parliamentary structure reflects Uzbekistan's commitment to
democratic principles and the rule of law, aiming to ensure representation from all regions and
constituencies across the country.

The Senate, representing the regions and autonomous republics of Uzbekistan, provides a platform
for regional interests to be articulated within the national legislative process. Complementing this, the
Legislative Chamber consists of deputies elected through a proportional representation system,
facilitating a diverse and inclusive legislative agenda reflective of Uzbekistan's socio-political
landscape.

Since its inception, the Oliy Majlis has played a crucial role in shaping Uzbekistan's legal and
political framework, adapting to the evolving needs of its populace and the demands of a dynamic
global environment. Through its legislative functions, the Oliy Majlis deliberates on matters of
national significance, scrutinizes governmental policies, and ensures that legislative decisions align
with the aspirations of the Uzbek people.

In the subsequent sections, this article will delve deeper into the historical development, legal basis,
structure, functions, procedural norms, recent reforms, and challenges facing parliamentary law in
Uzbekistan. By examining these facets, we aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of how
parliamentary institutions contribute to democratic governance and institutional stability in
Uzbekistan.
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The legal framework governing parliamentary law in Uzbekistan has undergone significant evolution
since the country's independence in 1991. Initially established under the Constitution of the Republic
of Uzbekistan adopted in 1992, the legislative framework has been refined through subsequent
amendments and legislative acts. These legal instruments have played a crucial role in shaping the
roles, powers, and procedural norms of the Oliy Majlis, Uzbekistan's supreme legislative body.

The Constitution of 1992 marked a foundational moment in Uzbekistan's transition to democratic
governance, establishing the Oliy Majlis as the primary legislative authority tasked with representing
the interests of the Uzbek people. Comprising two chambers—the Senate and the Legislative
Chamber—the Oliy Majlis was vested with extensive powers and responsibilities aimed at fostering
legislative oversight, promoting accountability, and upholding the rule of law.

Central to its functions, the Oliy Majlis has the authority to adopt laws on a wide range of subjects,
approve the state budget, ratify international treaties, and conduct hearings on matters of national
importance. These powers are enshrined in the Constitution, reflecting Uzbekistan's commitment to
democratic principles and ensuring that legislative decisions are aligned with the nation's
constitutional framework.

Over the years, amendments to the Constitution and other legislative acts have further refined the
functioning of the Oliy Majlis, addressing emerging challenges and adapting to evolving socio-
economic conditions. These reforms have aimed to enhance parliamentary effectiveness, streamline
legislative procedures, and strengthen the institutional capacity of the Oliy Majlis to meet the needs
of a modern democratic society.

Furthermore, the legal basis for parliamentary law in Uzbekistan extends beyond the Constitution to
include supplementary laws, parliamentary rules of procedure, and regulations governing the conduct
of legislative business. These legal instruments provide clarity and guidance on the roles and
responsibilities of parliamentary committees, the process for introducing and debating legislation,
and mechanisms for public participation and oversight.

In conclusion, the historical development and legal basis of parliamentary law in Uzbekistan
underscore its foundational role in the nation's democratic governance framework. By empowering
the Oliy Majlis with robust legislative authority and procedural safeguards, Uzbekistan continues to
uphold the principles of transparency, accountability, and democratic representation in its legislative
processes.

The Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan is the supreme representative and legislative body of
the country, composed of two chambers: the Senate and the Legislative Chamber. Each chamber
plays distinct roles in the legislative process, ensuring comprehensive representation and effective
governance.

1. The Senate: The Senate of the Oliy Majlis represents the regions and autonomous republics of
Uzbekistan. It serves as a forum for regional interests to be articulated and addressed at the national
level. Senators are appointed to represent each region and autonomous republic, ensuring that diverse
geographic and demographic considerations are taken into account in the legislative process.

The Senate's functions include: Representation of Regional Interests: Senators advocate for the
interests and concerns of their respective regions within the legislative framework, ensuring that local
perspectives are reflected in national decision-making.
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Constitutional Oversight: The Senate plays a crucial role in ensuring the constitutionality of
legislative proposals and governmental actions, safeguarding the fundamental principles and rights
enshrined in the Constitution of Uzbekistan.

Approval of Constitutional Amendments: Amendments to the Constitution of Uzbekistan require
approval by the Senate, underscoring its role in the constitutional process.

2. The Legislative Chamber: The Legislative Chamber comprises deputies who are elected through a
proportional representation system, reflecting the diversity of Uzbekistan's political landscape.
Deputies represent constituencies across the country and are elected based on political party lists,
ensuring a broad spectrum of political ideologies and interests are represented.

The Legislative Chamber's functions include: Legislative Authority: The chamber holds primary
legislative authority, deliberating on and adopting laws that govern various aspects of Uzbekistan's
socio-economic and political life.

Budget Approval: It approves the state budget and oversees financial expenditures, ensuring fiscal
responsibility and accountability in government operations.

Oversight and Accountability: The chamber conducts oversight of executive actions, scrutinizing
governmental policies and programs to ensure they align with national interests and priorities.

Interaction between Chambers: The interaction between the Senate and the Legislative Chamber is
crucial for effective legislative governance in Uzbekistan. While each chamber operates
independently in its legislative functions, they collaborate on matters of national importance,
ensuring comprehensive deliberation and informed decision-making.

In conclusion, the structure and functions of the Oliy Majlis underscore Uzbekistan's commitment to
democratic governance and representative democracy. By integrating regional representation and
proportional electoral systems, the Oliy Majlis strives to ensure inclusivity, accountability, and
responsiveness to the diverse needs and aspirations of the Uzbek people.

Procedural Norms and Legislative Process: Parliamentary law in Uzbekistan outlines detailed
procedural norms governing legislative processes, including the introduction, debate, and adoption of
bills. Committees within the Oliy Majlis play a crucial role in scrutinizing draft legislation,
conducting hearings, and consulting stakeholders to ensure comprehensive deliberation and informed
decision-making. The legislative process emphasizes transparency, public participation, and
adherence to constitutional principles, fostering accountability and legitimacy in governance.

Recent Reforms and Challenges: In recent years, Uzbekistan has embarked on ambitious reforms to
enhance parliamentary effectiveness and responsiveness to societal needs. Reforms have focused on
strengthening legislative oversight, improving public access to parliamentary proceedings, and
promoting dialogue between lawmakers and civil society. Challenges persist, including the need to
streamline legislative procedures, enhance parliamentary professionalism, and address public
expectations for greater accountability and transparency.

Parliamentary law in Uzbekistan continues to evolve as the country navigates its path toward
democratic consolidation and institutional development. The Oliy Majlis remains central to shaping
the legal framework and legislative agenda, reflecting Uzbekistan's commitment to democratic
governance and the rule of law. As reforms progress and challenges are addressed, the role of
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parliamentary law in fostering inclusive decision-making and advancing national development will
remain paramount.
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