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ABSTRACT: This study explores a corpus-based methodology for analyzing academic writing
produced by undergraduate students. By compiling and examining a representative corpus of student-
written texts, the research identifies patterns in lexical choices, grammatical structures, and discourse
organization. The study aims to reveal common linguistic features and challenges in student writing,
providing insights into learners’ academic literacy development. The findings contribute to curriculum
design, instructional practices, and assessment strategies in English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
courses. Furthermore, the research highlights how corpus tools can enhance both teaching and
evaluation of writing skills at the undergraduate level.

Keywords: corpus-based analysis, academic writing, undergraduate students, English for Academic
Purposes (EAP), lexical patterns, discourse structure, writing proficiency

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the study of academic writing has increasingly benefited from the integration of
corpus linguistics, particularly in the context of English for Academic Purposes (EAP). Undergraduate
students, who are often at the early stages of developing their academic literacy, face numerous
challenges related to genre conventions, lexical precision, grammatical accuracy, and discourse
organization. A corpus-based approach offers a systematic and data-driven method for analyzing these
aspects of student writing, allowing researchers and educators to identify recurrent patterns and
common difficulties with greater precision. The use of corpora in educational research has proven
valuable for uncovering authentic language use and informing pedagogical practices. Unlike traditional
error analysis or subjective evaluation, corpus tools provide quantitative and qualitative insights into
large collections of texts, revealing trends that may not be apparent through manual analysis alone. In
the context of undergraduate academic writing, such methodology helps to highlight not only the
deficiencies but also the strengths in learners’ written output. This study seeks to design and apply a
corpus-based methodology aimed at analyzing undergraduate academic writing in English. By
compiling a representative corpus of student essays and assignments, we aim to investigate lexical
choices, syntactic structures, and organizational strategies employed by students. The results are
expected to inform curriculum development, help refine writing instruction, and contribute to the
development of more effective assessment tools that reflect authentic student needs. Moreover, this
research emphasizes the role of corpus analysis in bridging the gap between linguistic theory and
practical teaching. As higher education becomes increasingly globalized, understanding how students
from diverse backgrounds construct academic texts is essential for developing inclusive and effective
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educational strategies. Therefore, this study contributes both to applied linguistics and to the
improvement of academic writing instruction at the undergraduate level.

Main Body

The core of this study is the design and implementation of a corpus-based methodology for analyzing
undergraduate academic writing. The research process involves several key stages:

1. Corpus compilation: A balanced corpus was created by collecting academic essays, reports, and
assignments written by undergraduate students from different disciplines. The corpus contains over
500,000 words and represents a variety of genres typical of undergraduate writing.

2. Annotation and tagging: The corpus was processed using corpus analysis software (e.g., AntConc,
Sketch Engine). The texts were annotated for part-of-speech tags, lexical frequency, grammatical
structures, and discourse markers to facilitate both quantitative and qualitative analysis.

3. Analysis of lexical patterns: The study examined the frequency and range of academic
vocabulary used by students, with particular attention to the Academic Word List (AWL) coverage and
collocational patterns. Common lexical gaps and overused informal expressions were identified.

4. Grammatical and structural features: The corpus analysis focused on syntactic complexity, such
as clause density, use of passive voice, and noun phrase structures. Recurrent grammatical errors,
including tense inconsistency and subject-verb agreement, were also highlighted.

5. Discourse organization: The research explored how students structure their writing at the
paragraph and text level. This included the use of cohesive devices, transition markers, and argument
development strategies.

The findings revealed significant trends, such as a reliance on simple sentence structures, underuse of
academic collocations, and limited use of cohesive devices. These insights provide a foundation for
developing targeted instructional interventions to improve students' academic writing skills.

CONCLUSION

This study demonstrates the value of a corpus-based methodology for analyzing academic writing at
the undergraduate level. By compiling and systematically examining a large body of student texts, we
were able to uncover patterns in lexical choice, grammatical usage, and discourse organization that
would have been difficult to identify through traditional methods. The findings indicate that
undergraduate students often struggle with academic vocabulary range, syntactic complexity, and
cohesive writing techniques. The results highlight the need for more focused instruction in these areas,
suggesting that integrating corpus-informed insights into English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
curricula could significantly enhance students’ academic literacy. Furthermore, the methodology
presented in this study can serve as a model for educators and researchers aiming to assess and support
writing development using authentic student data. Future research could extend this approach to
compare writing across disciplines or educational contexts, contributing to a more comprehensive
understanding of undergraduate academic writing practices.
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