INNOVATIONS IN SCIENCE AND EDUCATION SYSTEM

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE Dehli, India, 2025
https://eijmr.org/conferences/

A STYLISTIC ANALYSIS OF LITERARY DEVICES IN JOHN STEINBECK’S OF MICE
AND MEN

Baratova Shoira Xurramovna
A student of English Linguistics at the Information

Technologies Management University, Karshi.
E-mail: Shoira.051081@gmail.com

Abstract: This paper explores the use of stylistic devices in John Steinbeck’s novella Of Mice and
Men. Through an analysis of literary elements such as symbolism, imagery, foreshadowing, and
colloquial dialogue, the study illustrates how Steinbeck crafts a powerful narrative that reflects the
socio-economic realities of the 1930s. The aim of this presentation is to demonstrate how these
techniques contribute not only to the emotional intensity of the novella but also to its enduring
relevance in literary studies.
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1. Introduction

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men (1937) is a cornerstone of American literature that continues to
engage readers through its rich themes and emotional depth. Set during the Great Depression, the
novella portrays the struggles of itinerant workers and examines the human need for companionship,
hope, and dignity. What distinguishes Steinbeck’s work is his effective use of stylistic devices, which
serve to enhance both the narrative structure and the thematic concerns. This paper provides a detailed
literary analysis of these techniques to illustrate how form and meaning are intricately connected in
Steinbeck’s writing.

2. Symbolism

One of the most prominent literary tools used by Steinbeck is symbolism. The most recurring symbol
in the novella is the dream of owning land, shared by George and Lennie. This dream symbolizes the
universal longing for freedom, stability, and self-sufficiency. However, the tragic outcome reveals the
impossibility of such dreams for marginalized individuals during the Great Depression.

Additionally, Candy’s old dog serves as a symbol of uselessness and societal rejection. Just like
Lennie, the dog is seen as a burden and ultimately put down. This parallel serves as a chilling reminder
of how society disposes of those who can no longer contribute productively.

3. Imagery
Steinbeck’s use of imagery creates a vivid sensory experience and reinforces the emotional tone of the

story. The opening and closing scenes, which take place by the Salinas River, are rich with natural
imagery that contrasts sharply with the bleakness of the characters’ lives. For example, the peaceful
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setting at the beginning provides a temporary escape from reality but also foreshadows the final, tragic
scene.

The stark, minimalistic description of the bunkhouse and ranch further emphasizes the loneliness and
monotony of the workers’ existence. This imagery reinforces the theme of alienation that permeates
the novel.

4. Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is another key device used to build narrative tension and guide reader expectations.
From the beginning, Lennie’s behavior—his tendency to pet soft things and his lack of self-control—
hints at the eventual tragedy. George’s warnings and the incident in Weed are clear signs of impending
disaster.

The shooting of Candy’s dog not only symbolizes loss but also foreshadows George’s painful
decision to end Lennie’s life. Steinbeck thus uses foreshadowing not just as a structural device, but as
a way to deepen emotional engagement.

5. Colloquial Language and Dialogue

Steinbeck’s use of colloquial language and dialect adds authenticity to the characters and setting. The
informal speech patterns of George, Lennie, and the other ranch workers reflect their social
background and regional identity. This realism allows readers to connect with the characters on a
deeper level.

Moreover, the dialogues serve as a primary tool for character development. George’s protective tone,
Lennie’s childlike questions, and Curley’s aggressive language reveal their personalities and
relationships. The naturalistic dialogue also highlights themes of power, vulnerability, and isolation.

6. Conclusion

In Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck masterfully combines literary form with thematic depth through his
use of stylistic devices. Symbolism, imagery, foreshadowing, and colloquial dialogue are not merely
decorative but are central to the novella’s emotional impact and social critique. These devices enable
Steinbeck to tell a story that is both deeply personal and universally resonant. This analysis reaffirms
the importance of stylistic techniques in understanding the artistry and message behind literary works.
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