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Abstract: This thesis analyzes migration and identity representation in contemporary European
literature, focusing on transnational narratives, cultural hybridity, and identity reconstruction shaped
by globalization and sociopolitical change. The study examines how modern European writers portray
displacement, belonging, and intercultural interaction through complex narrative strategies that
challenge traditional concepts of nation, language, and cultural identity. Particular attention is paid to
the emergence of hybrid protagonists, the role of memory and trauma in shaping migrant experience,
and the transformation of literary space into a transnational communicative environment.
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Introduction.

Migration has become a defining phenomenon of contemporary Europe and significantly shapes
literary discourse. Modern narratives increasingly explore displacement, belonging, memory, and
identity transformation as central themes reflecting the sociocultural realities of a globalized world.
The intensification of cross-border mobility, political instability, economic migration, and refugee
movements has reshaped not only demographic structures but also cultural and intellectual landscapes
across Europe. As a result, literature has emerged as a key space for examining the human dimension
of migration and its impact on individual and collective consciousness.

Main part:

Transnational narratives depict characters navigating multiple linguistic and cultural
environments, reflecting the complex realities of mobility and displacement in contemporary Europe.
Literature becomes a medium for representing intercultural dialogue and identity negotiation shaped
by globalization, migration flows, and changing political landscapes. Writers increasingly portray
movement not only as a geographical shift but also as a psychological and cultural transition that
reshapes personal and collective identity.

Identity in migration literature is portrayed as fluid, dynamic, and multilayered. Characters
frequently inhabit in-between spaces where national, linguistic, and cultural affiliations overlap and
interact. This hybridity challenges traditional notions of nationality and belonging, replacing fixed
identity models with flexible and negotiated self-perceptions. The migrant subject often develops a
plural identity that incorporates elements of both origin and host cultures, reflecting the realities of
transnational existence. Memory and trauma play central roles in migration narratives. Contemporary
authors explore the psychological consequences of displacement, including nostalgia, loss, and the
search for continuity. Intergenerational memory becomes a significant narrative device, linking past
and present experiences of migration. Through recollection, storytelling, and symbolic imagery,
literature reconstructs personal histories and preserves cultural heritage while simultaneously
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reinterpreting them within new sociocultural contexts. European
migration literature also reflects the sociopolitical realities surrounding mobility, such as integration
policies, marginalization, xenophobia, and cultural conflict. Literary texts often function as platforms
for critical reflection on social inequality, citizenship, and the ethics of multicultural coexistence. By
representing the voices of migrants and diasporic communities, writers challenge dominant narratives
and contribute to broader debates about identity, belonging, and cultural diversity in Europe.

Another important aspect of transnational narratives is the transformation of narrative space and
perspective. Settings frequently shift across borders, languages, and temporal dimensions, emphasizing
the interconnectedness of global experience. Authors employ multilingual dialogue, fragmented
narration, and polyphonic structures to convey the complexity of migrant consciousness and the
instability of cultural boundaries.

Furthermore, migration literature highlights the role of language as both a barrier and a bridge.
The acquisition of new linguistic systems often symbolizes adaptation and transformation, while the
preservation of native language reflects cultural continuity and resistance. Through this linguistic
negotiation, literature captures the tension between assimilation and identity preservation.

Ultimately, contemporary European literature portrays migration not only as a social and political
phenomenon but also as a profound existential experience that reshapes human relationships, cultural
memory, and literary expression. The emergence of transnational narratives signifies a shift from
nationally bound storytelling toward a more inclusive and global literary framework in which identity
is continuously constructed, questioned, and reimagined.

Conclusion:

Migration profoundly transforms contemporary European literature by reshaping narrative forms
and representations of identity. Literary texts reveal the complexity of belonging and cultural
interaction in globalized societies.

The emergence of transnational narratives demonstrates the decline of rigid national literary
boundaries and the rise of global storytelling. Literature functions as a space for negotiating memory,
language, and identity.

Future research should integrate interdisciplinary approaches combining literary analysis with
sociological and anthropological perspectives to better understand migration’s cultural impact.
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