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Annotation: This thesis explores the role of collaborative learning as an effective method for
enhancing students’ speaking confidence in English language classrooms. The study highlights the
psychological and pedagogical benefits of group-based learning, where students actively participate in
discussions, share ideas, and support one another in the learning process. By creating a cooperative and
low-anxiety environment, collaborative learning reduces students’ fear of making mistakes and
encourages them to communicate more freely. The paper emphasizes that such an approach not only
improves linguistic fluency but also develops social, emotional, and teamwork skills that are essential
for communicative competence. The findings suggest that incorporating collaborative learning
activities — such as role-plays, group discussions, and problem-solving tasks — significantly boosts
learners’ self-confidence and motivation to speak in English.
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Introduction

In the process of learning a foreign language, especially English, developing speaking confidence is
one of the most challenging yet essential goals for learners. Many students possess sufficient
vocabulary and grammatical knowledge but hesitate to speak due to fear of making mistakes, lack of
self-esteem, or limited opportunities for communication. Therefore, it is crucial to apply teaching
methods that not only improve linguistic competence but also foster students’ confidence to speak
freely.

Collaborative learning has emerged as an effective pedagogical method to achieve this goal. It is based
on the principle that students learn more successfully when they work together in small groups or pairs,
sharing ideas and supporting one another in the learning process. This method transforms the
traditional teacher-centered classroom into a learner-centered environment where students are active
participants in communication and meaning-making.

The importance of collaborative learning in language education lies in its ability to create a low-
anxiety environment where learners feel comfortable practicing speaking without the fear of criticism.
Through activities such as group discussions, pair dialogues, role-plays, and problem-solving tasks,
students develop not only linguistic skills but also social and emotional confidence.

Moreover, collaborative learning aligns well with modern educational philosophies that emphasize
interaction, cooperation, and communication as central elements of effective teaching. When applied to
English language learning, it enables students to use language for authentic communication, thus
strengthening their fluency and speaking confidence in real-life situations.

Relevance of the Study
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In the modern era of education, the ability to communicate effectively in English has become an
indispensable skill for academic, professional, and social success. However, one of the most persistent
challenges faced by English language learners is a lack of confidence in speaking. Many students,
despite having sufficient grammatical and lexical knowledge, experience anxiety, hesitation, and fear
of making mistakes when required to speak in front of others. This issue often stems from traditional,
teacher-centered approaches that overemphasize accuracy rather than fluency and neglect opportunities
for genuine communication.

The relevance of this study lies in the urgent need to address this gap by applying collaborative
learning as a dynamic and interactive teaching method that encourages students to express themselves
confidently. Collaborative learning promotes mutual support, peer interaction, and shared
responsibility, all of which contribute to reducing students’ speaking anxiety. When learners work
together in small groups, they create a psychologically safe and supportive environment where
mistakes are viewed as part of the learning process rather than as failures.

Furthermore, research in modern pedagogy shows that social interaction and peer communication play
a central role in language development. According to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, learning occurs
through meaningful social interactions, and knowledge is co-constructed rather than individually
acquired. In this context, collaborative learning aligns perfectly with communicative and constructivist
approaches to education, as it integrates both cognitive and affective dimensions of learning.

In addition, collaborative learning not only enhances speaking confidence but also develops essential
21st-century skills such as teamwork, problem-solving, leadership, and empathy. By engaging in
interactive speaking tasks, students learn to listen actively, respect others’ perspectives, and build their
arguments effectively. This holistic development contributes to learners’ overall communicative
competence and self-esteem.

The study is also relevant in the context of modern language classrooms, where digital technologies,
online collaboration tools, and blended learning models are increasingly integrated. Collaborative
learning strategies can be effectively adapted to both face-to-face and virtual environments, providing
flexibility and inclusivity for diverse learners.

Therefore, the study of Collaborative Learning as a Method to Enhance Students’ Speaking
Confidence is of great importance in shaping modern English language teaching. It not only offers
practical strategies to overcome speaking anxiety but also supports the broader goal of preparing
confident, communicative, and socially competent individuals who can actively participate in global
communication.

Main Part

Collaborative learning refers to an instructional approach in which students work together in small
groups to achieve shared learning goals. It is grounded in the idea that learning is a social process and
that interaction among learners promotes deeper understanding, critical thinking, and confidence in
language use. In English language teaching, particularly in developing speaking skills, collaborative
learning provides a communicative and supportive environment where students can practice speaking
freely and naturally.
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One of the primary benefits of collaborative learning is that it helps to reduce speaking anxiety. When
students work in groups rather than individually, they feel less pressure and are more willing to take
risks in using the language. They can make mistakes, receive feedback from peers, and improve
gradually. This environment contrasts with traditional classrooms, where fear of correction or
judgment often limits students’ participation.

Additionally, collaborative learning fosters peer support and interdependence. Each member
contributes ideas and experiences, which enrich group discussions and stimulate more active
participation. The interaction between students encourages negotiation of meaning, clarification of
vocabulary, and reinforcement of pronunciation and grammar in a natural communicative context.

Table 1. Comparison between Traditional and Collaborative Learning Approaches in Speaking
Classes

|Criteria ||Traditi0nal Approach ||Collab0rative Learning Approach |
|C1assroom Structure ||Teacher-centered ||Learner-centered |
|Student Role ||Passive listeners ||Active participants |
|Teacher Role ||Knowledge provider ||Facilitator and guide |
|F0cus ||Accuracy and memorization ||F1uency and communication |
|Err0r Correction ||Immediate and teacher-based ||Supportive and peer-based |
|Learning Environment”Competitive and individual ||C00perative and interactive |
|Student Confidence ||Often low due to fear of mistakes”lncreased through group encouragement|

In practice, collaborative learning involves a variety of interactive speaking activities such as role-
plays, debates, problem-solving tasks, interviews, group discussions, and storytelling. For instance,
during a role-play, students assume different roles in a real-life situation, such as ordering food in a
restaurant or attending a job interview. These tasks allow students to use English in meaningful and
realistic contexts while receiving immediate feedback from peers.

Moreover, the teacher’s role in collaborative learning shifts from being a dominant instructor to a
facilitator and observer. The teacher organizes groups, monitors interactions, and provides feedback
only when necessary, allowing students to take responsibility for their learning. This approach builds
autonomy and self-confidence as learners realize they can successfully communicate without constant
teacher intervention.

Collaborative learning also supports the development of interpersonal and emotional intelligence.
Working together helps students build empathy, patience, and respect for others’ opinions. These
qualities contribute to a positive learning atmosphere where students feel valued and confident to
speak up.

Another significant advantage of collaborative learning is its adaptability to modern educational
technology. Digital tools such as Google Docs, Padlet, Zoom breakout rooms, and online discussion
forums make it possible for students to collaborate even in virtual classrooms. This not only extends
learning beyond physical classrooms but also enhances digital communication skills.
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Finally, numerous empirical studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of collaborative learning in
enhancing speaking confidence. Research by Johnson and Johnson (2009) and Richards (2015)
showed that students involved in group-based activities exhibit higher levels of speaking fluency,
motivation, and self-confidence compared to those in traditional classrooms. Collaborative learning,
therefore, serves as both a pedagogical and psychological support system for learners striving to
become confident English speakers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, collaborative learning has proven to be an effective and learner-centered approach to
enhancing students’ speaking confidence in English language classrooms. By shifting the focus from
teacher-centered instruction to peer interaction and cooperation, this method enables learners to take an
active role in the learning process. Students not only practice speaking more frequently but also gain
emotional and social support from their peers, which helps to overcome fear, anxiety, and hesitation
when communicating in English.

The collaborative learning environment encourages risk-taking, mutual feedback, and authentic
communication, which are essential for developing fluency and self-assurance. When students engage
in tasks such as group discussions, role-plays, and problem-solving activities, they learn to use
language for meaningful purposes and gain a sense of achievement in expressing themselves
successfully.

Furthermore, collaborative learning aligns with the principles of communicative language teaching and
constructivist pedagogy, both of which emphasize the importance of interaction and learner autonomy.
It not only improves linguistic competence but also nurtures soft skills such as teamwork, empathy,
and leadership — key components of 2 1st-century education.

Therefore, incorporating collaborative learning strategies in English language teaching should be
considered a vital part of modern pedagogy. Teachers are encouraged to design communicative tasks
that foster group interaction, peer support, and confidence-building. Through consistent
implementation, students can transform their classroom experiences into real-life communication skills,
becoming confident and effective English speakers.
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